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After the failure of 1857 mutiny 
and India becoming a slave country, 
the Muslim community slipped down 
further. Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, a 
visionary and saviour, considered 
education as the only tool to use 
against the British in order to help 
Muslims regain their lost position. Sir 
Syed's vision urged him to establish 
Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental 
College which has become a grand 
edifice of modern education and an 
emblem of Muslim pride in free India 
serving the country as Aligarh 
Muslim University. Despite this all, a 
section of Muslims still remained out 
of the gambit of modern education 
on account of several reasons and failed to adopt the course of development that Sir Syed had 
commenced.

With the passage of time, when Sir Syed had passé away, a group of few compassionate people 
under the aegis of Bazm-e-Ibal, Agra took up the issue of revitalizing the marginalized section of the 
society and developing the Urdu language. After a lot of deliberations, they decided to establish an 
institution which would make efforts to quench the educational thirst through distance mode of 
education and work for the development of Urdu language. The deliberations finally led to the 

establishment of Jamia Urdu at Agra in 1939.

The scheme of Jamia Urdu passed through a series of deliberations in various meetings of 

Bazm-e-Iqbal and its courses, rules and regulations for its examinations, curricula, office bearers and 

the Executive Committee came into existence in different stages. Lt. Col. Nawab Dr. Sir Alhaj Hafiz 

Mohammad Ahmad Saeed Khan Sahab Bahadur of Chhatari, KCIE, KCSI, MBE became its Rector and 

Mr. Right Hon'ble Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru Chancellor while Dr. Maulvi Abdul Haq became Pro-Chancellor. 

Alhaj Maulvi Abul Hasan became Vice Chancellor and Khan Bahadur Akhtar Adil Pro-Vice Chancellor. 

Pandit Rajnath of Agra held the position of Treasurer and Mr. Mohammad Tahir Farooqui was 

appointed as the Registrar.

The news of establishment of Jamia Urdu spread far and wide through newspapers and Urdu 

lovers welcomed the move with great enthusiasm. Coaching classes for preparing students for Jamia 
Urdu examinations were organized at various educational institutions including madrasas important 
among them were Madrasa Alia, Agra, Taleemi Board, Anjuman Taraqqi Urdu, Bayawar, Darul Uloom 
Hameediya, Bhopal, Idara-e-Sadia, Tonk, Darul Uloom Islamia, Jaipur and Madrasa-e-Islamia, 
Amroha.

In 1947, when Tahir Farooqui decided to migrate, there was a big question where should Jamia 
Urdu be transferred. Finally, some incidents compelled to shift Jamia Urdu to Aligarh and a great 
compassionate man, Syed Zahiruddin Alvi was given its complete charge. In 1948, Jamia Urdu along 
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with its belongings comprising of an almirah and few files and registers shifted to Aligarh; Syed 

Zahiruddin Alvi became its Registrar and a new Executive Committee was formed.

The first meting of Executive Committee in Aligarh was held on September 13, 1948 at which the 

following office bearers were elected. Former President of India, Dr. Zakir Husain became the Vice 

Chancellor and Professor Rasheed Ahmad Siddiqui, Pro-Vice Chancellor, Shifaul Mulk Hakeem Abdul 

Lateef was elected Treasurer and Syed Zahiruddin Alvi Registrar. Besides these, Nawab Ahmad Saeed 
Khan of Chhatari became Rector and Mr. Shanti Saroop Bhatnagar Chancellor while Pandit Rajnath 
Kunzru became Pro-Chancellor. In view of his selfless services and dedication, Syed Zahiruddin Alvi 
was given the complete charge of Jamia Urdu while all the great people on its Executive Committee 
remained there to patronize and provide leadership.

It is pertinent here to acknowledge the services of Syed Zahiruddin Alvi who dedicated his life to 
strengthen and promote Jamia Urdu. He is rightfully called the founder of Jamia Urdu. He was a great 
well wisher of Muslims and a true lover of Urdu and never liked to miss a chance to serve his mother 
tongue.

Syed Zahiruddin Alvi was a lecturer in Urdu Department of Aligarh Muslim University and was 
associated with a number of administrative activities. Being the Manager of Aligarh Magazine, he was 
quite familiar with the administrative and financial affairs. He belonged to Jaunpur but had settled in 

Aligarh forever. On account of his high moral character and administrative skills he soon earned a 

respectable position and dedicated himself fully for the service of Jamia Urdu.He did not stop working 

even when he suffered a severe heart attack. Dr. Zakir Husain and Prof. Rasheed Ahmad Siddiqui 

preferred his advices over all. Once he received a letter from someone full of contempt and with highly 

derogatory remarks and allegations of all sort. He became sad and showed the letter to Dr. Zakir 

Husain. Zakir Sahab went through the letter and smiled. He said, “There is nothing to feel sorry about. 

In fact, I must congratulate you that now you have become a great man and Jamia Urdu is scaling new 

heights of success. This is why people have become jealous”. Alvi Sahab became happy and never 

looked back again and kept working for Jamia relentlessly for all his life.

Syed Zahiruddin Alvi was aware of the fact that Urdu language only held the identity of Muslims 
and therefore he decided to keep Urdu as the medium of instruction at Jamia Urdu.

Jamia Urdu conducted courses like Ibtedai, Adeeb, Adeeb Mahir and Adeeb Kamil that were 
equivalent to VIII, High School, Intermediate and Bachelor of Arts respectively.

From 1948 to 1955, the office of Jamia Urdu remained in a room of Urdu Department but as the 
need for room grew in the department, Jamia Urdu shifted to the building of Johnson's factory at Jail 
Road which was made available to it by Nawab Rahmatullah Khan Shervani free of cost. After the 
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rigorous efforts of Zahiruddin Alvi, the Jamia Urdu shifted to its own building on January 8, 1960 
where it is housed still today. Later on, a hall, named as Kashmir Hall, was constructed on the roof of 
the building with Rs. 55 thousand donated by the then Chief Minister of Kashmir, Bakhshi Ghulam 
Mohammad which was inaugurated by him on March 30, 1963. The architect of the building, Syed 
Afzal Ali rendered his services free of cost and supervised all the construction work till the completion 
and with his professional skill, he saved Jamia Urdu from a lot of financial obligations.

The construction of Jamia Urdu building is itself a story. A building for an institution which was 
running with a meager amount of donations, was simply a dream but Dr. Zakir Husain's supervision 
and Syed Zahiruddin Alvi's efforts paid rich dividends an in 1958, an appeal was published in 

newspapers for the pass outs of Jamia Urdu to contribute to the Jamia Urdu building fund. Jamia Urdu 

alumni contributed generously and the examiners also dedicated their remunerations towards the 

building fund. But all this proved inadequate. Later, with the generous donation of Rs. 25 thousand by 

Nizam Trust, Rs. 5 thousand by Mustafa Rasheed Shervani and donations by some film personalities 

of Mumbai, the construction work began.

Although, Jamia Urdu's status was that of an examination body only, but to give it a stature of a 

University, it was decided to organize its annual convocation and some big personalities be invited to 

deliver the convocation address. In 1954, the first convocation of Jamia Urdu was organized in the 

Aligarh Muslim University Students' Union Hall and Khwaja Ghulamus Saiyyedain delivered the 

convocation address. In 1955, Gopinath Amn, 1956 Mohammad Tahir Farooqui, 1957 Rajnath 
Kunzru, 1958 Dr. Syed Mehmood, 1959 Maulana Hifzur Rahman, 1961 Dr. Gopal Reddy, 1963 Acharya 
Jugal Kishore, 1964 Pandit Anand Narain Mulla, 1965 Syed Masood Hasan Rizvi, 1966 Malik Ram, 
1967 Mustafa Rasheed Shervani, 1969 Mohd. Yunus saleem, 1970 Hayatullah Ansari, 1971 Syed Abid 
Husain, 1972 Syed Sajja Zaheer and in 1973 Rasheed Ahmad Siddiqui presented the convocation 
address. All these people are renowned in their own right and therefore need no introduction.

Jamia Urdu, a minority institution, which owns the credit of being mother of distance education 
system in India, is scaling new heights of success without any kind of government help or assistance. 
It awards degrees and certificates every year without any discrimination on the ground of sex and 
religion. Since its inception in 1939, it has proved that Urdu is not the language of Muslims only, but it 
is the language of India and every person who loves India will love Urdu and lend support to Jamia 

Urdu.

The future of Jamia Urdu is aptly reflected by its glorious past. It did not limit itself to the award 

of degrees only; rather it associated every distinguished personality of India is some way or other. 

However, unfortunately it remained out of sight of government bigwigs, may it be the pre or post 

independence era in Indian history.

However, the true and sincere efforts of the founder of Jamia Urdu and their prayers are still 

protecting it. Today, its courses are considered highly prestigious throughout the world and its 

degrees are given due recognition for higher studies and employment in several countries including 

United States of America, Mauritius, Singapore and Gulf countries. Besides, in India its degrees and 

certificates are recognized by more than 70 prestigious universities and boards like Bihar Madrasa 

Education Board, Patna, Aligarh Muslim University, Banaras Hindu University, Jamia Millia Islamia, 
Jammu and Kashmir University,  Rajasthan University, Punjab University, Chandigarh, Gurunanak Dev 
University, Amritsar, Maulana azad national Urdu University, Lucknow University, Sri Venkateshwar 
University, Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh, Allahabad University, Saharanpur Tibbiya College, Indira Gandhi 
National Open University, Jamia Tibbiya Darul Uloom etc. Further, most of the state governments 
have issue directive to their concerned departments to give recognition to Jamia Urdu's degree of 
Moallim-e-Urdu equivalent to BTC/B. Ed. The Central government has recognized all the 
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examinations of Jamia Urdu on June 28, 1978.

Jamia Urdu holds the distinction that former President of India, Dr. Zakir Husain and Chairman, 

All India Khilafat Committee, Dr. Rafeeq Zakaria have been the Vice Chancellor and Chancellor 

respectively of this great seat of learning whose visionary leadership still shows the path. Jamia Urdu 
has the honour to award degrees honoris causa to several dignitaries of India including former Prime 
Ministers Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Mr. V. P. Singh and Mr. I. K. Gujral, former President of India, Dr. Zakir 
Husain, Nizam of Hyderabad, Nawab of Chhatari, former Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir, Mr. 
Mufti Mohammad Saeed, Vice Presidents of India, Governors, Chief Ministers, Ministers, Members of 
Parliament etc.

Jamia Urdu has also been fortunate enough to receive Father of Nation, Mahatma Gandhi's 
affection and warm wishes. His gracious arrival at Jamia Urdu bears the testimony to its national 
stature.

In order to keep with the demands of modern times and in the wake of globalization in education 
as well, Jamia Urdu has updated its courses with several additions and disciplines like Hindi, English, 
Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences, Computer Science, Hygiene and Home Science, Physics, 

Chemistry, Biology, Economics, Commerce, Mass Communication, History, Geography, Political 

Science, Psychology etc have been introduced as part of its curricula.

In the able leadership of its Officer on Special Duty, Mr. Farhat Ali Khan and Registrar, Mrs. Saba 

Khan, Jamia Urdu is heading towards writing a new story of success and accomplishments. Several 

state governments have been approached to provide facilities for opening its Regional centres and in 

view of its glorious history of national service, it is hoped that the Government of India would grant it 

the status of an Open University or Board. Jamia Urdu has never compromised with its stature of a 

national institution and it has all the attributes to rightfully claim for a position of an Open University.

The Uttar Pradesh government, while giving recognition to the Moallim-e-Urdu degree of Jamia 

Urdu, equivalent to the BTC, has withdrawn its SLP filed in the Supreme Court of India, which has 

paved the way for employment to thousands of unemployed Urdu knowing people. On the other 
hand, the Central Government is also impressed with its historical role in spreading education and has 
expressed willingness to share its dream of providing education to the marginalized section of the 
society and thus empowering the powerless.
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